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Abstract

This graduation research project involves the translation of the book entitled
(The Image of Irag in American Press Articles After 2003) , written by Prof. Dr.
Saad Salman Al-Mashhadani from the University of Tikrit, College of Arts,(
from page 134 to 150) . During the process of translating the pages assigned to
me by the department, my aim was not merely to transfer meaning from one
language to another only , but also to preserve the tone and style of the original
text. | sought to remain faithful to both the source text and the target text ,
maintaining accuracy and objectivity without showing bias toward either of the
two texts . Furthermore, | ensured that the translation was neither entirely literal
nor excessively free. In carrying out this translation, I adopted Peter Newmark’s
translation theory.

Peter Newmark's Theory: A Deep Dive

His theory of translation emphasizes the importance of conveying meaning
accurately while considering both linguistic form and reader response. He
distinguishes between semantic translation, which focuses on preserving the
exact meaning and structure of the source text, and communicative translation,
which aims to produce a natural and equivalent effect on the target reader. He
also highlights the importance of textual, referential, cohesive, and naturalness
levels to ensure clarity, coherence, and accuracy in the translation process.
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with what happens around them, as news today contains many facts that
influence our lives and upon which the decisions that must be taken are based,
whether to avert dangers or avoid disasters®.

There are several fundamental news techniques that complement one another
and contribute to forming individuals’ mental images, as they rely on the media
to obtain information. These techniques are as follows®:

1- The personalization of situations and events:

Personalization can be defined as a tendency among media professionals to
portray situations and events as outcomes of individuals' actions rather than
societal or institutional processes, and to report an event without providing the
social, political or economic context in which it occurs. Among the factors that
drive the media toward the personalization of events are business people's fear
of moving toward the personalization of events, as well as media professionals
concern that audiences may turn away from media outlets if the focus is on in-
depth analysis. Furthermore, it is due to the ease of narrating the human side of
any issue compared to narrating its core or in-depth details. Additionally, it is
attributed to the audience's ease in following personalized news and the
simplicity of its superficial understanding.

! Hamdi Hassan: The News Function of Media, 2nd ed., Cairo, Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi, 1991, p.
43.

> Ayman Mansour Nada: The Media Image and Political Decisions: Formation and Mutual
Relations, Op. Cit. (Previously cited source), pp. 259 - 260.
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2_Dramatization : Adding a Dramatic Touch on Situations and Events

Media outlets often present news in the form of Journalistic stories, each story
containing its own characters and plot, this story is presented summarized
normally and these stories satisfy the emotional interest aroused through
characters and plots. The majority of them revolved around a number of familiar
officials who became news stars.

3_ Normattization of Situations and Events

The normalization of situations and events is accomplished through media
outlets presenting patternized justifications for situations and events, officials
and media men respond to urgent crisis, societal issues by saying that these
thing will return to their status quo and the normalization reason is the adoption
by media outlet depending on the dramatic style in presenting news which leads
to normalization.

4 Fragmentation of Situations and Events

Fragmentation is isolating news stories from each other and not connecting nor
trying to find links between them. Therefore, information in news look
fragmented and difficult to gather them in one frame.

One of the most essential mental picture of Arabians perspective toward
Americans is their desire to colonies peoples including the Arabian nation, For
instance, the American interest in Iraq dates back to the roots of 1932, after the
declaration of the independence of Irag from Britain and its admission to the
League of Nations, when the American Government established a commission
in Baghdad, and that was part of its interest in the Arabian region and gaining
new footholds

18



in the world. This commission was elevated to an Embassy in November 1946.
Therefore, Arabs formed a supercilious image bout Americans because they
wanted to forcefully impose their culture since the USA gave big importance to
the cultural factor in strengthening its interests and foothold in the Arabian
region. For instance, in Iraq, The US focused initially on Iragi archeological
artifacts and how to possess them, then, it established a school named
(Thanawiat Baghdad), (Baghdad High school) to spread American culture
among Iragi youth™, which was part of the plan made by the American senator
William Fulbright in 1946, known as (Fulbright Law), it emphasized the
necessity of the US to depend on cultural information exchange and spreading
American culture for the purpose of strengthening its relationship with other
countries®®. Arabs still perceive Americans as colonizers, and that is evident in
a report written by the American ambassador in Baghdad to the American
president in 1954/5/17 that included the following:

! Dr. Khairia Qasmia: The United States of America and the Arabic Nation in the Period
Between the Two Wars, a research published in "Almustagbal Alarabi" magazine (Beirut),
Vol 29 (July, 1986), P55.

2 Kawthar Abbas Abd: The Development of Iragi-American Relationships 1945-1958,
Master's thesis (unpublished), presented to Almustansiria university-The Instituition of
National and social studies in 1982, P32.
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1- Hate towards the west, including the USA, and although there is still an
opportunity to earn back Arabians’ good will, there isn’t much time left to
compensate for the loss.

2- The UK-Egypt issue is considered of utmost danger, and if it will not be
resolved, the Arabic region will be in a state of clear aggression towards the
west, backed up by soviets in some cases.

3- | made an agreement with the revolution government in Egypt to postpone
gangs war with the British until they could adjust the British situation in the
negotiations with Egypt, and it could be concluded from this that the middle-
east defense organization, in its original form, is considered impractical.

4- After negotiations with Arabic and American leaders I’m convinced that a
peaceful solution for the Arabic-Israeli conflict is currently impossible.

5- We believe that if the Issues of Israeli peace and Arabic good will be
resolved consequently there will not be necessity for the same action with all
Arabic countries, we came here with a belief that Egypt resembles a good
opportunity to lead Arabs toward better relationships with Israel and the west"

The vast importance given by the US to securing their foothold and power in
Irag could also be seen in a report written after 1958 by the US ministry of
foreign affairs

! Dr. Issam Sharif Al-tikriti: Iraq in American Documents 1952-1954, Baghdad, general
cultural affairs press, 1995, P23-24.
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the report assured that ( while the Arabic nationality grows, Iraq indicates that it
will play a main role in the Arabic region and it will be increasingly necessary
for us to secure stronger relationships with Iraq, considering that the entire
position of the US in the region will depend highly on the Iragi position towards
the US).®

! Fatima Hamdin Abd Alrahman: Aforementioned source, P73.
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Chapter Four

Analysis of the contents of American writers’ perspective
towards Iraq in the New York Times newspaper.

First section : Concepts and methodological procedures in
analyzing the content.

Second section : Analysis of the contents of political
articles related to Iraq in the New York Times and their
results.

Third Section : Interpretation of the analysis results.
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Section One

Basic Concepts and Determinants of Content Analysis

The emergence of content analysis as a scientific tool and methodological
approach of analysis was related to media studies, It can be said that the
methodological requirements of media science prompted some researchers in
the early twentieth century to formulate a new method for collecting and
analyzing information according to various forms and patterns which led to
deriving more analyses, interpretations and inferences, and linked them with
other bodies of knowledge that related to the topic of analysis, this method later
come to be known as content analysis™.

The methodology of content analysis around the world has been dominated by
two main schools of thought , which are : the American school in content
analysis then the French school, the first one was concerned with the
guantitative aspects, and specially by Harold lasswell through his identification
of symbols and units of analysis, and they are the categories which used in
counting and analysis and focused not only on the formal aspects of
communication, but also on its content and the intensity of expressions.

While the French school focused on the qualitative analysis, French scholars
made a substantial contribution to the advancement of qualitative analysis in
their interpretations of results

! Dr. Samir Mohammed Hussein, Content Analysis: Its Definitions, Concepts, and
Determinants, 2nd ed., Cairo: Alam Al-Kutub, 1996, p. 13
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of quantitative Content analysis, this helped to develop the content analysis as a
tool for measurement and analysis. In this field, what is presented by the French
school in structural analysis stands out, which surpasses the precision that
characterized American quantitative methods .

With regard to the Arab world, the issue that the scientific research faces and its
specific problems and applications in Arabic studies revolve around whether
Content analysis should be considered a method or a technique for collecting
and organizing information®.

“Method”, in its general sense, means the approaches through which a goal can
be achieved and accomplished, which means that a method is a way of
intellectually and practically reproducing processes related to the subject of
study. Content analysis aims to transfer the verbal symbols in communication
messages to numerical values so they can be easily counted and measured and
inference the multiple connections of media messages from the results®.

! Dr. Awatif Abdul Rahman (and others), Content Analysis in Media Studies, Cairo: Dar Al-
Thagafa for Publishing and Distribution, 1986, pp. 291-292.

2 Dr. Hamida Samism, Theory of Public Opinion — An Introduction, Baghdad: Dar Al-Shu’un
Al-Thagafiya Al-‘Amma, 1992, pp. 323-324.

® Dr. Abdel Baset Abdel Ma’ati, Social Research — An Attempt Towards a Critical
Perspective on Its Methodology and Dimensions, Alexandria: Dar Al-Ma’rifa Al-Jami’iyya,
1984, p. 23.

(4) Dr. Mohamed Abdel Hamid, Audience Study in Media Research, Cairo: Alam Al-Kutub,
1993, p. 163.
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Of the twentieth century, when the researchers Walter Lippmann and Charles
Merz analyzed a news sample about the Bolshevik revolution taken from the
New York Times between (1917-1920), they published the results of their
analysis in 1920, which revealed the bias of the New York Times in the way it
presented the Bolshevik Revolution. In the 1930s of the twentieth century, the
School of Journalism at Columbia University devoted significant attention to
content analysis studies, they published many analytical studies concerning the
contents of American newspapers®.

The use of the content analysis method has expanded during the Second World
War, the war is considered the main variable in adopting this method as one of
the tools for analyzing propaganda works and their orientations. The merits of
this use are as follows :

1. The lack of direct contact with human sources can reduce the likelihood of
self-intervention by the human source providing the information, or minimize
the possibility of the source making intentional or unintentional mistakes.

2. The researcher’s psychological satisfaction, as he/she doesn’t need human
sources to obtain the required information , he can also refer back to the
information whenever needed?.

3. The researcher does not need to contact the subjects to conduct experiments
or interviews, since the material required for the study is available in books,
files, or various media sources.

! Dr. Samir Muhammad Hussein: Content Analysis, previously cited, pp. 13-14.
2 Dr. Rajaa Wahid Dwidri: Scientific Research: Its Theoretical Foundations and Practical
Applications, Damascus: Dar Al-Fikr, 2000, 1st edition, pp. 216-218.
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4. The researcher doesn’t influence the information which he / she analyzes and
remains as they are before and after conducting the study.

5. There is a possibility to repeat the study again and comparing the results with
the first attempt to the same phenomenon or results from study of other
phenomenon and field™.

The Definition of Content Analysis

There are two orientations in the definition of content analysis according to
methodology scholars they are :

Firstly :The Descriptive Approach in Content Analysis

Proponents of this approach see its goal to describing the content only. And it’s
deal only with the units of manifest content without exceeding to the latent
meanings of this units and their relationships.

Among the pioneers who used this in defining, Harold Lasswell, who used the
content in uncovering propaganda and symbols during the interwar period and
also Kaplan, Janis, Cartwright and others who witnessed the formative period
and its aftermath. Among the most essential definitions in this field the
definition of Bernard Berelson who defined the content analysis as (the research
method that aims to quantitative, objective and systematic description of the
manifest content of communication).”’And it was defined by Klaus Krippendorff
as one of the research methods that used in

! Dr. Ribhi Mustafa Alian and Othman Muhammad Ghunaim: Research Methods and
Techniques - Theory and Application, Amman, Safa Publishing and Distribution House,
2000, p. 49.

2 Dr. Awatef Abdul Rahman (and others): Content Analysis in Media Studies, op. cit., p. 10.
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analyzing the media material with the aim of reaching valid inferences and
conclusions®.

Secondly : The Inferential Approach in content analysis

This orientation goes beyond the manifest content to reveal latent meanings, and
reading between the lines and inferring about the various dimensions for the
communication process. And among those who adopted this orientation since
the late of 1960s are Holsti, Karney, Stone and other scholars. They believe that
the analysis helps in answering the multiple questions which related to the
communication process and its effects. As the communication is not only a
fixed message whether it’s printed or broadcast, but it is a continuous
interaction, thus the analyst doesn’t look at the message in itself, but for all the
guestions that surrounding the communication process and its effect. Hence, the
principal aim of analysis process is inference, and this distinguishes the analysis
from indexing, classification, or abstracts®. Dr. Muhammad Abdul-Hamid
believes that the definition of content analysis combines both the descriptive
and inferential orientations, the requirements of the analysis and the level of
results that the analyst aims to achieve.Therefore, Muhammad Abdul-Hamid
defines the content analysis as: (a set of methodological steps which seeks to
discover the latent meanings in content, and the relationships associated with
these meanings through the quantitative, objective, and systematic study of the
manifest features in this content)®.

! Dr. Samir Muhammad Hussein: Content Analysis, op. cit., pp. 18 — 19.

2 Dr. Muhammad Abdul-Hamid: Scientific Research in Media Studies, 5th ed., Cairo, Alam
Al-Kutub, 2015, p. 315.

® Ibid., p. 318.
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Based on the aforementioned definitions and from the above discussion, we can
mentioned the primary characteristics of content analysis as follows:

1. Content analysis is an analytical tool or method alongside other methods and
tools.

2. It seeks, through the classification and tabulation of data to describe the
manifest or explicit content of media material.

3. It is based on frequency of sentences, words, terms or the meanings which
embedded within the analytical lists of media material depend on the
researcher’s objective identification of the categories and units of analysis.

4. It’s not limited to objective aspects only, rather it includes formal and
structural dimensions as well.

5. The process of content analysis is technically, methodologically and
procedurally linked to the scientific issue of the research and it’s hypothesis.

6. It should be regulated.
7. It depends on the quantitative method in the analysis processes.
8. The results of content analysis must be capable of broader generalization.

9. If the analytic study is replicated, the results of content analysis have to be
consistent.

10. It’s ought to be characterized by objectivity and adhere to all
methodological requirements.

28



Content Analysis Method:

It is considered one of the methods of descriptive approach, which encompasses
the following scientific research techniques®®:

1. Survey
2. Case study
3. Content Analysis

This method involves the objective, systematic, and quantitative description of
the explicit content of communication medium, it is also deemed as a modern
method through which phenomena and events can be expressed quantitatively
and accurately. It also requires the researcher to suffice with the explicit data
which are mentioned in the document, without trying to infer of it, and Content
analysis relies on that the orientations of groups and individuals are distinctly
observable in their writings, newspapers, literature, arts, clothing and traditions,
if these tools are analyzed thus revealing the tendencies of these groups®. The
researcher used this method as an approach that fulfill the goals of this research
which represented in revealing the contents of Irag’s mental image held by the
American political columnists in

! Dr. Rubhi Mustafa Alayan & Dr. Othman Mohammed Ghoneim: previous source, p. 44.
2 Dr. Raja Wahid Dweidari: previous source, p. 215.
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the New York Times from 1/1/2004 to 31/12/2004 and through an analysis of
the content of those articles.

The researcher during the use of content analysis method followed the steps
outlined below:

1- Determining the analysis units: the researcher found that the unit of thought
Is the appropriate unit among the units of analysis and it can be used in
purposeful studies to recognize the contents of Irag’s mental image among
American political writers in the New York Times for the aforementioned
period.

2- Determining the Analysis Categories: through this step the researcher
identified the dominant feature or characteristic in the content and this feature
refers to classifying the text of the subject according to its rhetorical or
persuasive features, encompassing the total content composition as well as the
structure.

3- The contents were extracted through post-hoc content analysis which means
without depending on prior classification that constructs a prepared
classification suitable for analysis. That was conducted after reading each
political article published in the New York Newspapers during 2004, for a small
sample representing 10% of the total sample of the research population.

4.The researcher conducted the analysis process twice with two month interval
between them in order to meet the demand of consistency in the analysis.
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Method of Analysis
The researcher adopted the analysis method by following those steps:

1- Each article related to Iraq was read carefully, particularly those focusing on
the image of Iraq among political columnists in the New York Times newspaper
whenever a particular idea appeared the researcher followed the direction that
was most considered, prominently highlighted more than others (i,e, the
dominant direction).

2.whenever the paragraph being analyzed showed no sign of a direction, the
analyst continued reading to next paragraph until the idea is completed and the
prevailing trend become clear.

3.1f two ideas appeared in a single paragraph then each idea of them is regarded
as an independent trend and only one occurrence is counted for each trend.

It has been observed by some methodologists that content analysis is an
analytical tool, but it is more than that it’s a means of observation. Instead of
direct observation of human behavior, or asking them to undergo measurement
or conducting surveys on them the research addresses the communication
material created by these individuals and raises questions about it™.

Preliminary Analysis of the Research Sample :

It is considered a preliminary step before initiating the procedures of the final
analysis. The use of this step has become common in many studies where it is
applied

! Richard Yin (et al.): Media Content Analysis - Methodology and Arabic Applications,
translated by Dr. Mohammed Naji Al-Jawhar, Irbid, Qudsia Publishing, 1992, p. 10.
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among the essential procedures of the analysis project. Preliminary analysis is
qualitative analysis performed on smaller samples for the purpose of
determining the component elements of the final analysis units that will be used
as the basis for classification. In addition to this, preliminary analysis is an
essential step that any researcher resorts to in order to verify the functions
related to using content analysis in revealing the implicit meanings of the
content. And in order to reveal the elements and variables in the content of
political articles related to Irag during the research period, systematic random
sample of articles published in The New York Times representing 10% of the
total sample was selected, where they were read with accuracy and
contemplation to understand the general framework and knowing the centers of
interest. And this procedure helped us to build the classification and determine
the analysis units and extract the analysis categories and the context units
(counting and measurement units).

Research population:

Research population refers to determining the temporal and spatial scope of the
analysis, the period between 1/1/2004 until 31/12/2004 is considered a temporal
scope of the research population, and the articles related to Irag in The New
York Times during the mentioned time period was considered a spatial scope
for the research population. And the researcher determined the spatial scope of
the analysis by conducting a comprehensive survey of the articles related to Irag
in The New York Times during 2004 which totaled (72) articles.

32



T.T. S.T.
Foothold 3581 ghalia
Columnists el Gl

Methodologists

daagial) slale

Supercilious image

Lidlaiud by gua

Post-hoc content analysis g2l O gadaal) Julas
Ibid ki
League of Nations aaY) dpas

Colonialism 4y laaia) ds 340
Persuasive dile
Adhere al A

33




Conclusion

In conclusion, translating these pages was no easy task, and | encountered
several challenges, such as complex and lengthy sentences—some spanning
four to five lines. Before beginning the translation process, | had to gain an
overall understanding of the book and its subject matter. | read the pages | was
going to translate at least three times and analyzed them thoroughly before
starting, to ensure there would be no mistakes. On many occasions, | had to
adhere to a literal translation. As a translator, | also had to carefully select the
most appropriate meanings and synonyms, ensuring that the final translation
was clear, concise, and easily understandable for the audiences.
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