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Civilization of the Middle East

Many of these contacts were with Syria, which lying between Egypt and Mesopotamia, and ease of access from the south and east, participated at an early date in the general advance of material and cultural development.  
Syria was endowed with a number of products that were lacking elsewhere : neither Egypt nor Mesopotamia could grow trees of any size, hence the abundant forests of Syrian coastal fringe were exploited for timber, and for the oils prized by the Egyptians for use in embalming.

Much trade was developed by sea, Byblos, which served as an outlet for the timber of the Lebanon Hills, can with reason claim to be one of the oldest ports of the Mediterranean, if not the oldest continuously inhabited site in the world.     
