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WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY

Prehistory treats the time before man learned to write and therefore record his own career on earth. 

It begins with man’s first appearance on this planet, almost two million years ago, and usually ends with the beginnings of written history in all parts of the world.

This later date can be as early as circa 3500 B.C. in the Near East, or as late as A.D. 1850 in parts of the state of California. While such time limits can be imposed on archaeological studies, they are somewhat flexible and blurred at the later end of the scale.

In recent years, archaeologists and historians have become aware of the value of working together in certain situations.

The archaeological and historical records combined often yield a richer picture than either would separately. We have known from history that Plymouth Colony was founded in 1620, that the ship bringing the first colonists was the Mayflower, that separate land grants were given to the settlers in the cattle division of 1627, and that the first houses were probably made from swan clapboards. 
