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WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY
A New Viewpoint

Archaeology is the special concern of a certain type of anthropologist.

We cannot define archaeology except in reference to anthropology, the discipline of which it is a part.

Anthropology is the study of man in the broadest sense, including his physical, cultural and psychological aspects, and their interrelationships.
Archaeology concerns itself with man in the past; it has been called the anthropology of extinct peoples.

Archaeologists are anthropologists who usually excavate the material remains of past cultures, and through the study of such evidence, attempt to recreate the history of man from his earliest past and to determine the nature of cultural systems at different times and places around the world.
Archaeology is similar to history in part of its purpose, that of delineating the sequences of events in the past and their importance to mankind today.

This kind of reconstruction is called prehistory, a term which stresses a basic difference between archaeology and history.  
