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TECHNIQUES OF EXCAVATION
The second major part of archaeological fieldwork – the excavation – is a painstaking, complex, and   time-consuming task devoted primarily to carefully   secure as much information as possible about man’s  past activities. 
In the nineteenth century the excavations were usually undertaken to secure specimens for museums, and even today they are often undertaken for this aesthetic but unscientific purpose. 
More frequently, however, an excavation is a search for information, and specimens - the tangible  objects that can be brought back to a museum or    laboratory - are only one means to that end.


Just as important as the specimen is the context in which it is found. It  makes a great deal of difference whether a bronze dagger lies at the bottom  of an abandoned well or beside a carefully buried skeleton or among the ribs of a skeleton jumbled beneath a burned and fallen house.   

