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Electricity was first introduced into people’s homes near
the end of the Victorian period in the late 19th century.
The world's first electric street lights were set up in

London in 1878 and can be found almost everywhere in
the world today.

William Gilbert, who was a scientist and physician to
Queen Elizabeth I, invented the term ‘electricity’. He was
the first person to recognize that there was a connection
between magnetism and electricity, and the first to
describe the Earth's magnetic field.

In 1870s, Thomas Edison built a direct current (DC)
electric generator. After this, he provided all of New
York's electricity.

Nikola Tesla developed an AC (alternating current) motor
and a system of AC power generation. Thomas Edison
believed this to be a threat to his DC supply, so he spread
stories that it wasn't safe to use. However, after Tesla's



system was used to power 100,000 electric lights at
Chicago's World Fair in 1893, AC became the established
power supply in the USA.
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