wibias Jledena anl o ) A yad) ) s il A Al ) a1 /Y1 A /iy S5 dalas

In the last three decades, universities across the United States have
attempted to adapt their curriculums to meet the changing purposes of
higher education. University education was also once considered an
exclusive opportunity, with erudite scholars establishing courses based on
the goal of training a distinctly academic “elite.” These days, not every
undergraduate is destined to become a scholar, and the roster of students
represents a more complete cross section of society, including minorities,
women, and returning students. These days, most learners attend university
to fortify basic skills, primarily learning how to learn and how to express
themselves. Far from its earlier religious or elitist image, the university is
seen increasingly as a secular center for career development, where
students know they will graduate into a competitive job market. Most
professors have embraced this evolution in the university’s role, letting go
of the traditional, parochial view of higher education. On the other hand,
many feel that while they want to accommodate an adaptable curriculum,
universities must not suspend their obligation of establishing rigorous
requirements for education and graduation. Implicit in their stance is
support for the traditional liberal arts curriculum with a core of classes
required across disciplines.
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