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The man was decrepit. With high blood pressure, cancer, and liver disease,
he aggravated his situation by smoking. His prognosis was death. His
advanced lung cancer was terminal, and his family members knew that he
would pass away soon. So, no one was surprised to find him dead on that
sharp winter Thursday, no one, that is, except one sharp-eyed detective,
who noticed the bedroom window ajar on the morning of the old man’s
death. Would a fatally ill person be likely to sleep with the window open
on a freezing cold night? This question occupied forensic specialists from
the medical examiner’s office. There, an autopsy revealed an unlikely
wound on the victim’s thigh. Such a wound could easily have been inflicted
by someone administering medicine ... or poison. From there, the poison
could travel through the veins, shutting down vital organs and causing
death within seconds. Indeed, the death turned out to be murder in the first
degree. Criminal investigators persisted in their questioning of friends and
family, only later finding the motive: money. Two distant relatives who
stood to inherit large sums from the old man’s estate plotted the death,
believing that the old man’s death would not be questioned.
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