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 :هيئة التحرير

 

 : النشر  شروط 
ان يكوو ن احث ووب عاً عوو ا عاووب اح  ووو يئ  اووح ي  بثوو  اح  نهوون نووة     وو  ع وو  عوو    وو    .1
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اح جوو  ( توول   عوو  15( توول    ال ا وو  عوو  )25ان ال احهووع عووعي توول  ث احث ووب عوو  ) .2
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 اال لابحهوو ئ  ةال يكوو ن قووع وووًل  شوون  عاووب ةي   وو   وو ن ة  اوو م إرووو ح  حا شوون  ووي عجاوو  ةلوون  
  ه عهع احث  ب نذحا لا  ا.

ة    ل اح   رهن اح نووا  إح و   ع ا و   اح جاو   ا حم احث  ب تإانان اعع  ث اح  ك ب  عاب ت  .4
 (   ع ا.15ن     عععح   ي عع  ال ا ج  ز )

 ةن يك ن احث ب ض   االل ق ت ث اال        ع  ض   ان اي اح جا  اح    احة ن  . .5
ي ان ةت  ي احث    ت ح نار   ل ت  ب ه  حا شن ة  عععه  ل ل عع  ال ا جو  ز ال الو   .6

 ح  حهبث  اح  نهن.ةشهن ع  اأره   ت  
 ال اني األت    إحب ةت  نه  و ان  شنث ةم ح  ا شن. .7
إنا  و ن  ي   ر عناقي يال  احعنا  ةحف  100 ا حم احث  ب نع   ةا ر اح شن اح  نر   احث حل    .8

( االف ي  و ر عو  10( تل    عو  زاي عو  نحوا  وع   احث  وب عًاو  )25ععي تل  ا  اق  ع  )
( 25إنا  ووو ن عوووعي تووول  ا  اقووو  عووو  ) ي الر ةعنهكوووي لووو رج احعووونا  100  كووو  تووول   اضووو ة  

( ي الر عو   و  تول   اضو ة     وذحا ي و  عًاو  8تل    ع  زاي ع  نحا  ع   احث  ب عًاو  )
 .  او  ل احل ن  ي حاث ب حع  ي الر 20
 ي عك  ه  ع   -إن  اعث  - ا ض  احنو م ة  االشك ل  ئ(Wordياث  احث ب نًن  عج ) .9

 احث ب عاب ةن ال ن ت ح   ع  اح      احل    حااث ع .
 ةن يك ن احث ب ل ح  ا ع  األلا ن احال ه   اح   ه   االع ئ  . .10
 ي احث ب احعا ي.يج  ااث ع األت ل احعا     اح  اعع اح نع     .11
 يج  ةن ال ن اح ا ط   آلاي: .12

 (.14 ج  اح ط ) (Simplified Arabic:   ع اح ط )اللغة العربية •
 (.14(  ج  اح ط )Times New Roman:   ع اح ط )اللغة االنكليزية •

ع ووو  احهووو اع  يكووو ن ن يووو م اا ووو ئي )اعا  ووو ث ل  ع ووو (  وووي  ه يووو  احث وووبئ  هكووو ن اح ووون     .13
 اح عقبل  ي ا ا   اح ن   .ع   ناائ ع  

 

 : جماالت النشر 
العلمية: .1 عج ل    البحوث  اح       ي  األتبا   اح  ا د ث  احعا     احث     اح جا   ا شن 

 .احعا م اإل      
ا شووون اح جاووو  ت ووو   اح ووووا ناث  اح وووع اث احعا  ووو  اح  ا ووو   المؤؤؤرامراا نالاؤؤؤلناا العلميؤؤؤة: .2

انوو اي اح جاوو  اح ووو    اإل  وو      ضووو   اح ووي ع وووعث  ووع ة ا  ووي عجووو ل احعاوو م   احعنا وو   احع ح  وو 
  احة ن  .
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 : مالحظات النشر 
 احث    اح  ش ر   ي اح جا  اعًن ع  آران احث  ةب   ال اعًن ع  رةي اح جا .  .1
 اح جا  ي ض  الع ث راث     . اناب  احث     ي  .2
 . ة  احذي  ن ض ع  قً  اح ًنان ح  اعع اح شن اح جا  ةي ت ب ع  حفا  ثعع  .3
 . يعاب احث  ب      ع  ا  ع  ت ة  .4
 

 : العنوان الربيدي
 ئ ا وو  اآلياي  ئا ععوو  النهوو  ا ه رهوو  احعوونا ئ ع   يوو  توو   احووع  ئ عع  وو  النهوو    

 .عجا  آياي احلنا بعي
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Understanding of Microselection Through 

Listening Skill to Emily Bronte's "Wuthering 

Heights" 

   
A B S T R A C T     

Microselection is an important step in helping the students to 

master the task of identifying the main ideas and the keywords. The 

learners of English language often have some difficulties to 

understand the meaning of main ideas because they have limited 

vocabularies. 

Listening plays a great role in developing the students' 

knowledge, specifically in learning new vocabulary items that leads 

to the language learning. In 1970, listening has gained its 

importance as a skill that takes place in language teaching programs 

besides speaking, reading and writing. While the increased attention 

to listening happened in1990 and oral comprehension has a 

significant role in second language learning. The diagnostic test has 

been conducted in this study and the population is all the students 

of English language department/college of Education/Samarra 

university. The sample is the third-year students, so this 

experimental group includes sixty students (male and female) to 

find keywords and main ideas. Wuthering Heights has been chosen 

for its interesting to the readers, so it includes many love 

relationships that leads to strengthen all the members relationship 

in a society. 

The researcher has used three data collecting steps: a teacher 

is reading a passage that is taken from chapter (11) from the novel 

of wuthering Heights, diagnostic test and according to the interview 

with sixty students from the third stage at the academic year 

2020/2021.The diagnostic test presents as a passage and then two 

questions , each question has allotted(25) marks and the total marks 

are (50).Test and retest have been done to the same sample and 

under the same conditions and the results of the diagnostic test refer 

that the third year students still having difficulties in finding 

keywords and main ideas. They don’t know what the main idea is 

and ignoring many vocabulary items that make them confusing in 

finding new ideas through listening skill to the reading passage. 

Validity and reliability have been achieved in this study.                                                                                           
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1. Introduction: 

This study measures the university student’s ability in finding 

keywords and main ideas through using listening comprehension which is 

considered as a conclusive skill Listening to a reading passage that taken 

from a novel of Emily Bronte's ''Wuthering Heights''. Students will be able 

to keep the important information of a reading passage and recalling the 

main ideas rather than retaining every single detail, they can find keywords 

and identifying the main ideas of the passage. The students will be able to 

use different words in the sentences rather than retaining them as they are 

presenting in the original text.                                                      

Microselection is a methodological term that appears in different 

ways and at different levels, before it is broaden in finding the main ideas 

in paragraphs and the whole passage. Firstly, students learn to identify 

important keywords and then to change the sentences into another 

meanings. According to the academic level, university students attempt in 

identifying the important words from the passage is really a useful issue to 

improve the students in finding the main ideas A teacher will recognize the 

difficulties that his students' face in finding key words and main ideas 

through the listening of a reading passage, because of the students' lacking 

to the many vocabulary items (Herrell and Jordan, 2012:266).              

According to this study, the third-year students at Samarra university 

are exposed to a reading passage, when the teacher reads a passage, the 

students just listen to their teacher, by this way it is important to mention 

about reading activity.                          

Reading plays an important role in developing the students' 

knowledge. They can absorb all the information, experiences and ideas that 

are provided in texts.                                                          

Reading may assist the students to open their minds by developing 

their critical thinking. When a teacher reads a passage, the listeners try to 

comprehend a reading passage (Afflerbach, 2007: 12). 

Diagnostic test is used to identify the absence or presence of a 

condition to assist in developing the students' abilities. Diagnostic test 

includes the psychological investigation which is developing nowadays 

(Whit, et al: 2011).                                                                

The diagnostic test is used in this study and it tries to deal with certain 

conditions to be investigated such as the students dis ability and suffering 

from such difficulties (International Journal, 2015: 185).                                                                              

A test is conducted from the material of Wuthering Heights novel 

which is taught in the third year in all Iraqi Universities. This novel is 

written by Emily Bronte, specifically in 1847 (Whitley, 1992: vi).           

Validity has two types: face validity and content validity, face 

validity defines as the extent to measure what it appears to capture a concept 

that is intended to reflect (American Dietetic Association, 2010: 2).                            

Face validity is achieved in this study, because it reflects the concept 

of microselection that the students' abilities are measured and explained.                                               

Content validity defines as the extent that a measurement covers all 

the dimensions of a concept (ibid).                    
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According to this study, the test deals with a concept of 

microselection that has two dimensions are presenting in this study: key 

words and main ideas.                                                                 

The content validity has been achieved because these two dimensions 

are measured. Test and retest have been done and the same tests give similar 

results. Reliability is achieved by making test and retest.                                                                                     

Reliability defines as a measurement process gives the same results 

in a repeated test and under the similar circumstances (ibid).    

2. Theoretical Background: 

2. 1. Microselection and Listening Skill: 

Herrell and Jordan (2012: 266) define microselection as the ability to 

find the keywords in an individual sentence and it seeks for students' 

understanding to express about the main ideas through a reading passage. 

The ability to find the keywords and main ideas in a reading passage is 

better for increasing the university students' ability according to the 

listening skill. Microselection has been done at the level of a sentence to 

find the main idea and keywords in a paragraph and a whole passage. firstly, 

students are taught to identify keywords and then they are asked to change 

the sentence to give the same meaning in a sentence. Secondly, they are 

taught to identify the main ideas because many students have no 

understanding to the ways of finding them Using of resources such as 

dictionaries, internet and asking other people as peers or a teacher, are parts 

of instruction. 

Many learners of a second language think that they need to 

understand every word in a certain passage. When the students are listening 

to a language that they know well, they can take notice only for bits of 

information that are essential for their understanding of a passage (Burgess 

and Head, 2005: 87).  

Suffering the students in finding the main ideas of a passage and even 

the teachers feel with the difficulties of English learners, so the teacher can 

get rid of this difficulty by starting with individual sentences, a paragraph 

and a short passage. Keywords and main ideas in a short passage are very 

useful and vital for English learners and they can be used to support 

comprehension in a passage (Herrell and Jordan, 2012:267).                                                             

2. 2. The Steps of Teaching Microselection: 

Herrell and Jordan (2012: 267) mention about the steps in teaching 

microselection:                                                                        

1. Presenting the concept of Microselection:                             

The importance of understanding the meaning of important words in 

the sentence will assist the students to maintain and knowing every single 

detail in the sentence. But students are not expected to master of 

understanding the keywords, to paraphrase easily the sentences and talk 

about the meanings. Talking about the meaning of the sentence in students' 

own words is easier than having memorizing the complete sentence.     

 

 



Lecturer. Afrah Adil Mahmood, Journal of Al-Frahedis Arts, Tikrit University | Vol (13) Issue (47) Part II | September 2021 | Pages (529-541) 

 

532  P a g e |  

J.A.A | TU 
2. Prototype of Keywords:                               

The teacher will read a paragraph and select the most important 

words, then the teacher will model these selected words on the board, the 

teacher asks his students to talk something, to express about these selected 

words in new sentences.                                                                                                           

3. Beaconing Students in Practicing Microselection:                          

In this step, the teacher must ask his students to identify the most 

important words in the sentences in order to remember the meanings, then 

the students' task is to tell what the sentence is about by restating meanings 

not by repeating the original one. This step will be repeated over and over 

by the teacher until the students understand.                                                                 

4. Practicing as Pairs:                                                

The teacher puts students who are suffered from their weakness in 

reading in a pair group. Then, the teacher gives them a reading passage and 

asks each pair to read a sentence from the passage and find the keywords. 

Having students reading the sentence silently, one student will identify the 

keywords and the other student will restate the sentence in his own words. 

After the keywords have been identified, they can be written on the board. 

The partners take turn to identify the keywords and restating the sentences.           

5. Explaining the Procedures:                                                              

The teacher sets up the pair group all together and asks them to share 

the chosen keywords. so, the teacher encourages them to depend their 

choices.                                                                                                                 

6. Evaluating the Students' Work:                                                        

Teaching of microselection is done by placing reading passages in a 

learning center and asking students to refer about the keywords from each 

sentence in a passage by this way, the teacher will determine if students 

need for more instruction or not.                                                         

2. 3. Finding Keywords and Main Ideas Through Listening skills: 

For finding the main ideas, Flemming (2014:183) mentions some 

points as the following: 

1. Finding the topic: the students should know the topic or the title of a 

passage that has been presented from the teacher. Before determining the 

main idea, the students have a question "what is the article about?''. 

2. Students may ask themselves, ''what does the teacher wants to show about 

the topic?''. The students can answer by finding the main idea that is 

common to most of the passage.  

3. Using of the following information for finding the main ideas: 

A- Reading carefully the first and last sentences of the paragraph. A 

writer often presents the main idea near the beginning or end of the 

paragraph. 

B- Paying most attention to any idea that repeated in different ways. 

If the writer repeats the same idea in several different sentences, the 

idea is the central though under discussion.  
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C- A sentence has the main idea, look for this sentence states the 

main idea. 

D- Reversal transition at the beginning of a sentence: it is a signal 

that the writer tries to modify the previous idea. When reversal 

transition starts the second sentence in the paragraph, it means that 

the second sentence is a topic sentence and it has the main idea. Also, 

there are some examples of reversal transition such as:  
But Nevertheless Still 

Unfortunately Conversely Nonetheless 

Even so On the contrary When in fact 

However On the other hand Yet 

In contrast Regardless  

E- Implied main idea means that main idea will not be stated directly.                 

F- If the students feel sure that they will find the main idea, they can 

test it the students may ask if the certain sentence can act as the 

summery of other sentence in the paragraph. If they success, then the 

students are right in choosing to arrive to a target. If not, the sentence 

that has the main idea should be revised (ibid:184).                                                                                

The main idea is defined as the central thought that the writer wants 

to communicate with his readers about. The writer mentions about the main 

idea in a single sentence and in the paragraph, the main idea is called the 

topic sentence. When the writer cannot state the main idea directly, it is 

called as an implied main idea. An implied main idea demands to look at 

the paragraph, specifically to the certain statements and consider what idea 

they suggest. Finding the main idea is considered as a key to understand 

what do you read. The main idea tries to convey all the sentences in a 

paragraph. The rest of reading represents as the evidence provided to 

support the main idea (ibid: 182).                                                                          

Gilakjani and Ahmadi (2011: 977) state that listening plays a great role 

in communication and as it is said that listening takes up 40 – 50%, speaking 

takes 25 - 30%, reading takes 11 – 16 % while writing takes about 9% from 

the total time spends on communicating. Listening is a hard skill that needs 

more mental analysis activity for students because it is a complex and active 

process and the listener should understand the sounds and realize 

vocabulary, grammatical instruction and focusing on stress and intonation 

of a text. Therefore, listening is so necessary for the listeners to do number 

of things in the same, in order to understand many of the expressions and 

arriving to the degree of listening comprehension.                                                                    

Listening has received little attention in language teaching and 

learning, because teaching method focuses on the productive skills and 

listening is characterized as a passive skill (Richard, 2005: 85).                                        

Solak (2016: 30) mentions that many researches have been proved that 

listening is not a passive skill, but an active process of constructing meaning 

from a stream of sound. Listening can be regarded as a fundamental skill 

for speaking, because without understanding the meaning or information, 

learning will not start.                                                        

In most language classrooms, listening process is usually skipped 

(Australian Journal, 2013 :3).                                                             
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For this reason, Brown (2002: 308) makes the micro-listening skill to 

achieve awareness. Micro skills refer to those skills that remain at the 

continue of sentence level. Brown's listening comprehension refers to 

micro-skills for conversational discourse as the following:                                                          

1. Keep the chunks of language of different lengths in short term 

memory.        

2. Distinguish of the distinctive sound of English. 

3. Recognizing of English stress patters, words in stressed and 

unstressed positions.  

4. Most attention to the reducing forms of words. 

5. Distinguish the words boundaries, by recognizing the original 

words and then interpreting the word order patterns and their 

significant. 

6. Speech containing pauses, errors, correction and other 

performance variables. 

7. Understanding of grammatical word classes (nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, etc). 

8. Process the speech at different classifies for correct delivery for 

the listeners. 

9- Discovering the sentence and distinguishing between major and 

minor constituents.  

10- Recognize a general meaning that may be expressed in different 

grammatical forms.  

11- Improving the listening strategies such as detecting keywords, 

guessing the meaning of words from contest, signaling for arriving 

to the listening comprehension (ibid). 

Richards (2003: 3) states that listening as a comprehension refers to 

the traditional way of thinking about the nature of listening. Listening as 

acquisition is based on the following three assumptions:                                   

A-  Learners of a second language have to be taught how to use both 

bottom-up and top-down processes in order to understand messages. 

listening cooperates with several goals of extracting meaning from 

messages.                                                                                             

B- Using of language terms, the summarized words, syntax and 

expressions by the speakers are temporary carries of meaning.            

C- Teaching listening strategies can assist learners to be more 

effective listeners. 

Real life listening is disrupted, often by background noises or unclear 

speech, students need to learn firstly, how to not worry if they don't 

understand every word of a text that they have been listen to it. Secondly, 

the strategies that the students use for listening in their first language, can 

also be applied to listening in a second language. This includes not only 

prediction, but also the ability to make inferences in order to perceive the 

logical connections between the different sentences or dislocated, pieces of 

information in the text. It is benefit for the students to make inferences 

based on their prior knowledge and general sense. This skill distinguishes 
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the good listeners from less effective listeners who become embedded in 

determining the meanings of individual words (Burgess and Head, 2005: 87).                                                             

3. Methodology: 

3. 1. The Problem of This Study: 

The problem of this study is the students' difficulty in finding 

keywords and they don't understand the main ideas that appear in a passage. 

3. 2. The Aim of this Study: 

This study aims to: 

1. Measuring 3rd year students' ability to find the keywords and the 

main ideas at Samarra university. 

2. Making a comparison between the male and female students in 3rd 

year students at Samarra university. 

3. 3. The Participants: 

Sixty students from third year in English department at Samarra 

university participate of this study and they are thirty male and thirty female 

students that have been chosen randomly.  

3. 4. The Limitation of This Study: 

This study is limited to: 

1. Measuring the students' ability to find the keywords and the main 

ideas. 

2. The students of third year in English department /Samarra 

university at the academic year 2018-2019. 

3. The material of Wuthering Heights novel that is written by Emily 

Bronte, which is taught in third year of English department in Iraqi 

universities. 

3. 5. The Value of this Study: 

This study deals with microselection term which involves the 

understanding of individual words, phrases and sentences. The skills for 

identifying keywords and paraphrasing are so important to comprehend the 

paragraph till arriving to the whole selection level. 

3. 6. The Hypothesis of the Study: 

This study is hypothesized that: 

1. The third-year students of English department at Samarra university 

face difficulties in finding the keywords and main ideas, the student’s 

level is below average. 

2. The female students' level is better than the male students' level.  

4. The Results: 

4. 1. Introductory Note: 

This section explains the analysis and discussion of the results of this 

study. The collected data have been analyzed statically and the identification 

of errors is carried out through analyzing the students' responses in 

diagnostic test. This analysis helps the researcher to know the level of 

students' performance in finding keywords and main ideas.  
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4. 1. 1. The Level of Sample in the First Question: 

The first question measures the students' ability in finding key words 

according to the reading passage in a novel of wuthering Heights that the 

students studied in the third year of Samarra university. Students' mean 

scores and standard deviation have been obtained at the measuring level. 

For the first question, the mean scores are 15.07 and the standard deviation 

is 3.40. T-Test formula has been applied, the computed T-Value is 5.85, 

whereas the tabulated one is 2.00 at 0.05 level of significance. The 

theoretical mean is 12.5 and degree of freedom is 59, as shown in Table (1).                                  

Table (1) The Level of Sample in the First Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretical 

Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 59 2.00 5.85 12.5 3.40 15.07 

The computed t-value is more than the tabulated one and the mean 

scores is more than the theoretical mean. It means that the level of students 

is acceptable.  

4. 1. 2. The Level of Sample for the Second Question: 

The second question measures the ability of second year students at 

Samarra university to find the main ideas.  

For the second question, the mean scores are 12.47 and the standard 

deviation is 2.58. T-Test formula has been applied, the computed T-Value 

is 0.10, whereas the tabulated one is 2.00 at 0.05 level of significance. The 

theoretical mean is 12.5 and degree of freedom is 59, as shown in Table (2). 
Table (2) The Level of Sample in the Second Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic-

al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 59 2.00 0.10 12.5 2.58 12.47 

The computed t-value is less than the tabulated one and that means 

the sample level is below average. This result means the students are unable 

to understand the main ideas and their level is low. 

4. 1. 3. The Total Level of Sample in Measuring the Students' understanding 

of Key words and Main Ideas: 

The students' level in understanding key words and main ideas 

through a selected material of ''Wuthering Heights'' novel which is studied 

in all Iraqi universities. Students' mean scores is 27 .53 and the standard 

deviation is 4.12. The computed T-Value is 4.76, whereas the tabulated one 

is 2.00 at 0.05 level of significance. The theoretical mean is 25 and degree 

of freedom is 59, as shown in Table (3). 
Table (3) The Total Level of Sample in the Second Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic

-al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 59 2.00 4.76 25 4.12 27.53 
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It is obvious the computed T-Value is more than the tabulated one 

and that means there are significance differences in students' level of 

performance. So, the students have the ability in understanding key words 

and main ideas.  

4. 2. 1. The Level of Female Students in the First Question: 

The level of female students' understanding to the key words in a 

reading passage that is taken from ''Wuthering Heights'' novel which is 

studied in all Iraqi universities the female students mean scores is 14 .87 

and the standard deviation is 3.62 The computed T-Value is 3.58, whereas 

the tabulated one is 2.00 at 0.05 level of significance. The theoretical mean 

is 12.5 and degree of freedom is 29, as shown in Table (4). 
Table (4) The Level of Female Students in the First Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic

-al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 29 2.04 3.58 12.5 3.62 14.87 

The computed T-Value is more than the tabulated one and that means 

there are significance differences in students' level of performance. So, the 

female students have the ability in understanding key words. There are 

differences in the female student’s level to understand the key words. 

4. 2. 2. The Level of Female Students in the Second Question: 

The female students mean scores is 12.10 and the standard deviation 

is 2.41 The computed T-Value is 0.91 and the tabulated one is 2.04 at 0.05 

level of significance. The theoretical mean is 12.5 and degree of freedom is 

29, as shown in Table (5). 
Table (5) The Level of Female Students in the Second Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic

-al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 29 2.04 0.91 12.5 2.41 12.10 

The computed T-Value is less than the tabulated one and that means 

there are no significant differences in female students' level of performance. 

So, the female student’s level is below pass mark and the female students 

have no ability to express about the main ideas. 

4. 2. 3. The Total Level of Female Students' Understanding to the Key 

words and Main Ideas: 

The mean scores of female students is 26 .97 and the standard 

deviation is 4.40. The computed t- value is 2.45 and the tabulated one is 

2.00 at 0.05 level of significance. The theoretical mean is 25 and degree of 

freedom is 59, as shown in Table (6). 
Table (6) The Total Level of Female Students Understanding to the Key words 

and Main Ideas 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic

-al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 
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0.05 59 2.00 2.45 25 4.40 26.97 

The computed T-Value is more than the tabulated one and that means 

there are significant differences in female students' level in understanding 

key words and main ideas the female students' have the ability to find 

keywords and main ideas. 

4. 3. 1. The Level of Male Students' Understanding of Key words in the 

First Question: 

The level of male students' understanding to the key words in the first 

question of a test that is presented to the third-year students at Samarra 

university. The mean scores of male students is 15 .27 and the standard 

deviation is 3.22 The computed T-Value is 4.71 and the tabulated one is 

2.04 at 0.05 level of significance. The theoretical mean is 12.5 and degree 

of freedom is 29, as shown in Table (7). 
Table (7) The Level of Male Students Understanding to the Key words in First 

Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic-

al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 29 2.04 4.71 12.5 3.22 15.27 

The computed T-Value is more than the tabulated one and that means 

there are significant differences in male students' level in understanding key 

words and they have the ability to find key words in a reading passage. 

4. 3. 2. The Level of male Students' Understanding the Main Ideas in 

the Second Question: 

The level of male students' understanding the main ideas in the 

second question has been measured. The male students mean scores is 12.83 

and the standard deviation is 2.73 The computed T-Value is 0.67 and the 

tabulated one is 2.04 at 0.05 level of significance the theoretical mean is 

12.5 and degree of freedom is 29, as shown in Table (8). 
Table (8) The Level of Male Students' Understanding the Main Ideas in the 

Second Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic

-al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 29 2.04 0.67 12.5 2.73 12.83 

The computed T-Value is less than the tabulated one and that means 

there are no significant differences in male students' performance in finding 

the main ideas. So, the male students level is below pass mark and the male 

students have no ability to express about the main ideas that are presented 

in a reading passage. 

4. 3. 3. The Total Level of Male Students' Understanding to the Key words 

and Main Ideas: 

The mean scores of male students is 28.10 and the standard deviation 

is 3.82 The computed T-Value is 4.45 and the tabulated one is 2.04 at 0.05 
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level of significance The theoretical mean is 12.5 and degree of freedom is 

29, as shown in Table (9). 
Table (9) The Total level of Male Students Understanding to the Key words and 

Main ideas 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Theoretic

-al Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 29 2.04 4.45 12.5 3.82 28.10 

The computed t- value is more than the tabulated one and that means 

there are significant differences in male students' level in understanding key 

words and main ideas. The male students' have the ability to find keywords 

and main ideas. 

4. 4. Measuring the Comparison Between Male and Female Students' 

Understanding of Key words in the First Question: 

Measuring the comparison between male and female Students' 

understanding of key words in the first question has been done. Sixty 

students have been chosen randomly, thirty male and thirty female students 

from the third-year students in English department at Samarra university. 

The mean scores of male students is 15.27 and the standard deviation is 

3.22, whereas the mean scores of female students is14.87 and the standard 

deviation is 3.26. The computed t- value is 0.45 and the tabulated one is 

2.00 at 0.05 level of significance and degree of freedom is 58, as shown in 

Table (10).                     
Table (10) Measuring the Comparison Between Male and Female Students' 

Understanding of Key words in the First Question 

Level of 

Signific-

ance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Num

ber 

Type of 

sample 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 

 

58 2.00 0.45 3.22 15.27 30 Male 

3.62 14.87 30 Female 

The computed T-Value is less than the tabulated one and that means 

there are no significant differences in the performance of male and female 

students in understanding key words in the first question. Both of them have 

no ability to find key words in a reading passage. 

4. 4. 1. Measuring the Comparison Between Male and Female Students' 

Understanding of Main Ideas in the Second Question: 

The mean scores of male students is 12 .83 and the standard deviation 

is 2.73, whereas the mean scores of female students is 12.10 and the 

standard deviation is 2.41. The computed T-Value is 1.10 and the tabulated 

one is 2.00 at 0.05 level of significance and degree of freedom is 58, as 

shown in Table (11).                                                                                           
Table (11) Measuring the Comparison Between Male and Female Students' 

Understanding of Main Ideas in the Second Question 

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Num

ber 

Type of 

sample 

Tabu. Com. 
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0.05 58 2.00 1.10 2.73 12.83 30 Male 

2.41 12.10 30 Female 

The computed t- value is less than the tabulated one and that means 

there are no significant differences in the performance of male and female 

students' understanding main ideas in the second question. Both of them 

have no ability to find main ideas in a reading passage. 

4. 4. 2. Measuring the Comparison Between Male and Female Students' 

Understanding of Key words and Main Ideas: 

Measuring the comparison between male and female students' 

understanding of key words and main ideas has been done. Sixty students 

have been chosen randomly, thirty male and thirty female students from the 

third-year students of English department at Samarra university. The mean 

scores of male students is 28.10 and the standard deviation is 3.82, whereas 

the mean scores of female students is 26.97 and the standard deviation is 

4.40. The computed T-Value is 1.7 and the tabulated one is 2.00 at 0.05 

level of significance and degree of freedom is 58, as shown in Table (12).                  
Table (12) Measuring the Comparison Between Male and Female Students' 

Understanding of Key Words and Main Ideas 

The computed t- value is less than the tabulated one and that means 

there are no significant differences in the performance of male and female 

students' understanding key words and main ideas in a reading passage. By 

this way the second hypothesis is rejected.  

Appendix: 

The Test: 

Note: Listen carefully to the following passage and then answer about the 

two questions that are presenting in the bottom: 

Sometimes, while meditating on these things in solitude, I've got up 

in a sudden terror, and put on my bonnet to go and see how all was the farm. 

I've persuaded my conscience that it was a duty to warn him how people 

talked regarding his ways, and then I've recollected his confirmed bad 

habits, and hopeless of benefiting him, have flinched from re-entering the 

dismal house ,doubting if I could bear to be taken at my word .One time I 

passed the old gate, going out on my way , on a journey to Gimmerton. It 

was about the period that my narrative has reached: a bright frosty 

afternoon, the ground bare and the road hard and dry. I came to a stone 

where the highway branches off on to the moor at your left hand, a rough 

sand - pillar.             
Q1: Squeeze out the most important key words that presented in the passage (25 

Marks)                                                                   

Q2: Mention about the main ideas that are presenting in the passage (25 Marks).     

Level of 

Significance 

Freedom 

Degree 

T-value 

 

Standard 

Deviation 

Mean 

Scores 

Number Type of 

sample 

Tabu. Comp. 

0.05 

 

58 2.00 1.07 3.82 28.10 30 Male 

4.40 26.97 30 Female 
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